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California Manual for Setting Speed Limits

• Speed limits establish a reasonable and safe operating 
speed for a specific section of roadway

• Established by an Engineering and Traffic Survey (E&TS), 
by considering the following:

• Prevailing speeds (85th percentile speed)
• Collision History
• Highway, traffic, and roadside conditions not 

readily apparent to the driver.

• 85th percentile Speed – the speed at or below which 85% 
of the traffic is moving



“In order for the court systems and the public to accept and respect the responsible 
public agencies’ posting and enforcement of posted speed limits, an E&TS must 
incorporate sound, repeatable methods conforming to the CVC and engineering 
principles.”

• An E&TS is valid for 5 years – CVC Section 40802
• Under special conditions, an E&TS may be valid for seven or ten years.

• Existing E&TS may need to be reassessed before the renewal period is expired
• Physical changes to the roadway, such as increasing or decreasing the 

number of travel lanes, may impact the 85th percentile speed

• Law enforcement agencies and courts are accustomed to seeing surveys and it may 
be difficult to defend a speed violation citation without one

Engineering and Traffic Surveys (E&TS)



“The purpose of AB 43 and AB 1938 is to provide greater flexibility in setting and reducing 
speed limits in California”

• Assembly Bill 43 – Traffic Safety
• Includes 16 specific provisions that revised the CVC to grant agencies 

greater flexibility in setting speed limits, with additional flexibility for local 
agencies

• 14 of 16 provisions applies to local authorities

• Assembly Bill 1938 – Traffic Safety - Speed Limit
• Additional clarifications to AB43 Provisions and its intentions

AB 43 & AB 1938



Provisions in AB 43 and AB 1938

* Does not apply 
to local agencies



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

• CVC 22358.6(a) – Required to round  speed limits to 
the nearest five miles per hour of the 85th % speed

• 47.4 mph becomes 45 mph

• CVC 22358.6(b) – In cases in which speed limit 
needs to be rounded down to the nearest 5mph, 
the local authority may lower the speed limit an 
additional 5mph, if engineers determine the 
roadway contains traffic conditions not readily 
apparent to the driver

• CVC 22358.6(c) - In cases in which the speed limit 
needs to be rounded up to the nearest 5mph of the 
85th-percentile speed, the local authority may 
decide to instead round down the speed limit to the 
lower 5mph increment. If the speed limit is rounded 
down pursuant to this subdivision, the speed limit 
shall not be reduced any further pursuant to 
subdivision (b).



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

CVC Section 22358.7(a)(1) – “Safety Corridor” Definition

• Shall be defined as A roadway segment within an 
overall roadway network where the highest number of 
serious injury or fatality crashes occur.

• One or more of the required crash weighting factors 
listed shall be used to prioritize the locations of fatal and 
serious injury crashes in developing the “Safety Corridor”

• Shall represent a prioritized subset of the overall 
roadway network within an authority’s responsibilities 
and shall not exceed one-fifth of the overall roadway 
network



Summary of Provisions: AB 43 and AB 1938

CVC Section 22358.7(a)(2) – “Land or facility that 
generates high concentrations of bicyclists or pedestrians”

• Shall be defined as The portion of the highway where 
one or more of any generators listed are present within 
1320 feet

• The top 20% of pedestrian / bicycle fatalities or serious 
injuries within a 3 to 5 year period shall be based on the 
geographic area within the jurisdiction of the Engineer 
performing the E&TS



Examples of AB 43 and AB 1938
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